
 

 

 
 

ICE BREAKER: What is the best trip you have ever 

taken? 

 

We serve an awesome God.  It is a (not so) 

simple statement but one that we skip over far too much.  

It is where all of our thoughts should spring from.  

Unfortunately I come from a generation that uses the 

phrase to describe pretty much everything.  The problem 

is when everything is awesome then saying that God is 

awesome loses so much of its power.  So again we 

should start with: 

 

We serve an awesome God!  He has awesome 

plans and does awesome things in awesome ways.  He 

says in Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.  For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  

We can’t even begin to contemplate just how awesome 

God’s ways are.  They are by definition higher than our 

own and sometimes we never fully understand them.  

With that in mind let’s jump into our lesson for today. 

 

READ: Revelation 10 

 

 As we have been going through Revelation this 

stands out to me as one of the coolest parts.  There is so 

much that happens in this short chapter from John’s 

strange dinner to this crazy angel coming down.  But 

what sticks out to me is the part that is not there.  Maybe 

it is because of my active imagination but I am 

fascinated by the seven thunders.   

 

 John is there about to faithfully write down 

whatever it was that the seven thunders said, but he is 

told to wait; to seal it up and not share it.  So at first you 

begin to wonder, what were these seven thunders?  Were 

they, the in between to the trumpets and the bowls, or 

were they a part of the sixth trumpet?  Are they symbolic 

of something else?  Are they so bad that we couldn't 

handle what they were?  Are they so amazing that God is 

keeping it from us like the universe's best surprise party 

for humanity?  If John had written them down how 

would that effect our interpretation of the rest of the 

book of Revelation?  Can we use the rest of scripture to 

try and figure out what they are? 

 

 But then a different thought starts to crystallize 

in my mind.  Maybe the point of the seven thunders is 

that we are not supposed to know the point of the seven 

thunders.  As I poured over all my different 

commentaries and researched the topic this is what you 

find.  Finally something that most all Revelation 

scholars agree on!  In the pulpit commentary it puts a 

nice bow on it when it says: “Here we have positive 

indication that some truths are withheld.  It is useless to 

speculate on the nature of that which is purposely 

concealed from us.”   

 

 This, however, is not the end of the story.  Part 

of the beauty and awesomeness of God is the fact that 

we can't and won’t understand everything for now; with 

a big emphasis on the “for now”.  Once there were even 

more things that were not understood about God and 

how he interacted with creation.  Paul talks about this in 

his epistle to the Colossians. 

 

READ: Colossians 1:24-26 

 

 Once who Jesus was, was a mystery. At one time 

how exactly God would fulfill his promises to Abraham 

and David was a thing that would fall squarely in the 

category of thing that we can’t understand.  But God in 

his graciousness and mercy has revealed this mystery to 

us.  So it will one day be with the seven thunders.  One 

day we will know.  One day it will make sense.  What’s 

even better is that one day we will see God as even more 

awesome as these mysteries are being revealed.  As Paul 

writes to the church in Corinth: “For now we see in a 

mirror dimly, but then face to face.  Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 

known.” 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. When you are confronted with a “mystery” in either 

your life or with God how do you usually react?  

Why? 

2. Why is it so hard for us to realize that God’s ways 

are so much higher than ours that we may never get 

them?   

3. What are some other mysteries of the Christian 

faith?  Are they important?  If so, why? 

4. How can we train our minds to see that mysteries of 

the faith can be encouragements, not 

discouragements? 

 

HOMEWORK: Try to focus on the beauty of the fact 

that sometimes we don't know, and have to leave it up to 

God! 

 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE: 1 Corinthians 13:12 
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“Refresco” – Sermon Discussion Guide 

Sermon Discussion Guide 



 
  BEFORE LIFE GROUP: 

 

   Bring your Sermon Notes, your Study Guide and completed Discussion Questions with you to your Life Group.  

   Come to Life Group prayed up and ready to share how the Lord has personally spoken to you through this study. 

 

 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

 

“Life Groups” are an exciting place to have fun and grow spiritually as you meet weekly in small home groups 

where you will experience “authentic church life” by fulfilling the 5 purposes of the Church: (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

COMMUNITY/FELLOWSHIP • DISCIPLESHIP • MINISTRY • WORSHIP • EVANGELISM 

 

“If you are not currently involved in a Life Group I can think of no better way for you to grow in 

your walk with God.  In Genesis 2:18 we read that “it is NOT GOOD for man to be alone.” And 

Life Groups are where we, as a church, live this out.  Also if you are currently involved in life 

group – It is not a secret to be kept.  Invite those around you into life changing fellowship as we 

learn to love God and delve deeper into his Word!    

-   Pastor David 

 

Additional Notes, Praise Reports and Prayer Request: 
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“FAMILY MATTERS and UPDATES”:   

 

Financial Report: 

July 2015 – June 2016:   $286,000 

Year-to-date required:  $  55,000 

Yearly up-to-date giving:   $  66,952 

 

Weekly budget requirement:  $ 5,500 

General Offering  09/06/15 :  $ 6,632 

               +$ 1,132 
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